The duties of a school medical officer fall naturally under two heads : firstly, the superintendence of the general hygiene of the school with the view of developing the best possible physical well-being of the pupils ; and, secondly, the care of children suffering from ordinary ailments. School authorities attach the greater importance to the second of these duties, and very largely the school medical officer becomes a drudge for small boys and girls suffering from mild minor ailments. The reason for this is that our medical schools make no provision whatever for instruction in 
